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distant goal as clearly as ever; he saw more clearly the immediate
task and how to do it, and he did not believe it to be beyond
his powers^ while doing ii9 to keep Europe convinced of his
own and Germany's sincerity in pursuing a policy of reconciliation,
peace., and co-operation, and to keep his own countrymen con-
vinced that, as they held strongly by it, they conferred on
Germany increased freedom, Increased prestige,, and increased
power.